SPENCER COUNTY FISCAL COURT
Monday, February 6, 2012
Fiscal Court Meeting Room, 28 East Main Street
A.

Opening Prayer
Esq. Judd led the Court in prayer before Court began

B.

Pledge of Allegiance
Pledge of Allegiance to the American flag

C.

Call to order by Spencer County Judge Executive, Bill Karrer

D.

Roll call by Spencer County Clerk, Lynn Hesselbrock. All present.

E.

Approval of minutes from prior Court meeting with corrections:
On the motion of Esq. Judd, seconded by Esq. Goodlett, with all members
of the Court present voting “Aye” it is hereby ordered to approve the
minutes of the January 17th Fiscal Court meeting.

F.

Communications from citizens:
Mr. Charles Tichenor came before the Court on behalf of his clients, Mr.
Steve Goodlett and Mr. David Jewell. Mr. Tichenor is requesting that the
changes to the 2010 Planning and Zoning classifications be repealed as far
as the “business” classifications. No action was taken on this issue.
Lawrence Trageser came before the Court with Mr. Davis Lee Downs
yielding his three minutes to Mr. Trageser. Mr. Trageser stated that the
situation involving the EMS building condition was ignored by the Judge
Executive as well as by Esq. Moody, Esq. Davis and Esq. Cheek. He further
stated that Esq. Cheek, Esq. Moody and Esq. Davis as well as County Judge
Executive Karrer were all liars because on December 16th, Chance One sent
a letter to Fiscal Court outlining the repairs that were needed. He further
stated that at the November 7, 2011 Fiscal Court meeting that the minutes

stated that repairs were needed as well. He questioned whether the
Magistrates were aware of this information, but did not allow them to
answer the question. He further stated that in the minutes of the April 18,
2010 Fiscal Court meeting minutes, it was proposed to make improvements
to the Recycling Center. Mr. Trageser stated that there was trash around
the Recycling Center for months, but ten hours after his video aired on
television, the trash was cleaned up in ten hours. He complained about an
Executive order by Judge Executive Karrer that all requests for Open
Records go through the County Attorney’s office. He also stated that there
was an illegal Executive Session that dealt with the transporting of
prisoners by Darrell Herndon.
Carmin Gaines read a prepared letter about the condition of the EMS
building. She said she and Lawrence Trageser personally visited the EMS
building and that she found the conditions to be worse than she had
imagined. She said that Judge Karrer was aware of the conditions because
he had sought bids on the repairs. She stated that she felt that she needed
to become involved because someone called her and asked for her help.
She said that she couldn’t stay silent. She then stated that if any of the EMS
workers thought that they were being targeted by the Fiscal Court, she
wanted them to contact her and she would do anything she could to help
them. She said if Judge Karrer had holes in his floor or mold on his walls in
his office, that he would have it fixed immediately, and that he didn’t even
have to sleep in his office.
There being no further communications from citizens, the floor was closed
to same.
G.

Communications from the County Judge Executive:

1.
EMS- the Judge stated that “ once again I apologize not only to the
people of Spencer County, but to the EMS workers and that I do take
responsibility for the condition of any building in the County and anything

that happens under my watch. And if anything good happens under my
watch anyone else is welcome to take responsibility for it. But I will take
responsibility for it because that is what my job entails. It also depends on
good people and good folks to keep me informed as to what is going on in
their departments. If I could do it all, I would need none of these folks and
you would save lots and lots of money, but I do need them and I need to
depend on them, and yes, I and this Court was aware of some potential
issues there as reflected in the minutes, and yes, we asked for estimates for
addressing those issues. I had gotten one, and now I have two. I know that
three people went over there over time and did look at it but I have gotten
two estimates and we have them here in court this morning because I
received the second one on Friday, I think it was. But nonetheless, that’s
when I got them.
But I think the word here is “perspective”. If we want to sit here and think
that we simply ignored what was going on at EMS or anywhere else, I
address you and ask you to look at those things. We were aware of and are
aware of and see what we have done to respond to them. It’s easy to
identify a problem. Then you must address them by priority and as you can
and sometimes the priorities get wrong or mixed up; yep, but you cannot
necessarily address all the issues at one time.
But our Sheriff, who was criticized for, for spending your tax dollars, comes
to us and lets us know what his needs are and we respond to those, not
necessarily all at once, or maybe not as quickly as he wants, but we
respond. Our Road Department comes to us and lets us know what their
needs are, we visit the Road Department and see what their needs are,
even have a meeting up there, both of those are examples where we have
spent a lot of money this past year to address their needs.
And these are conditions that did not happen in a year. It happened over a
long period of time; and you have heard me, if you were at these Court
meetings, say that we have a lot of deferred maintenance in this County.
That was here when I got here. I knew it, I was aware of it, and we have

been addressing them as we have known them. I guess the best example of
a person in a leadership position not informing me of what’s going on, and
simply not telling me the truth as to what’s going on, sadly, is at the EMS.
And this weekend, Saturday, no excuse me, Friday, I asked our EMS
Director, since our ambulances had to sit outside, are they locked? Do the
crews have keys for those compartments? Yes, Judge, they do (responded
the EMS Director). Saturday I checked both ambulances sitting right out
here at the time, no door was locked, none. I went and asked the crews
were they instructed about locking said doors and they said “no”. Please go
lock them- please check. We don’t even know if we have keys. Check, let
me know. They checked, they had keys; many of the locks could not be
locked for one reason or another. I called the locksmith and had him out
here until midnight Saturday night so that we could have two ambulances
that were secure with their equipment. I had an EMS/DEM Director not
only not do what I asked him to do, he lied about the condition: which is
kind of an example of what I have had to put up with for the last year. No
more! As of approximately 8:04 this morning, Darrell Stevens no longer
works for this County, and he is under escort by Sheriff’s Deputy to clean
out that which is his and leave that which is ours. Now that is for his
protection and the taxpayers. Dr. Sabe, our Medical Director, is aware of
this situation. Now when I walk out of this morning, or this afternoon, or
whenever we finish, we will either have a new EMS/DEM Director, or we
will have none, because I will not allow him to stay here again.
But I must depend on people to give me good information, to give this
Court so that we can act. And so if you look at these things and put them in
perspective, yes, I am responsible, but I must depend on folks to give me
good information and let me know when things deteriorate. Another
example of a place where we have paid attention to is the Recycle Center.
We have put more people over there; Darrell has gotten more Goodwill
volunteer workers to work over there. We have expanded the hours; we
have done many things to clean up the Recycling Center. It takes time; it did
not get that way overnight. Since we have had that program, we have had

exactly one complaint about the Recycling Center, prior to the inspections
that have happened, that being from a citizen. It happened over the
holidays when we simply could not get rid of what we had because the mills
were closed, and of course we got a big influx of stuff from the holidays and
Christmas and things like that, and it did deteriorate in its condition and it
was cleaned up and put back where we were and headed in the right path
quickly. And the plan was to yes, clean up that rubble in the back. If we
didn’t do it, was our priority wrong? Quite possibly. Because when I rode
out to the EMS building and the Recycling Center, we had our
Environmental person from the Health Department over there. She says”
Judge, I’ve been wanting to say something about this pile and this trash
behind EMS, or behind this Recycling Center for years” I said, “Suzanne,
why didn’t you say something- give me a hint”. “I couldn’t, I couldn’t Judge”
“I drive by it every day and I couldn’t say anything because I can’t say
anything unless someone complains”. “What a dumb rule”. So our
Environmental Health Inspector has my permission to tell us anytime she
sees something that may be remiss at the Recycling Center. If someone
were to have told me which I knew about before we went over and just
made the statement “you need to clean up the Recycling Center because
you have rodents and that’s where it’s coming from, I would not have
cleaned that pile up first. My first thought was bales of bottles and bales of
cardboard. But that was not her concern, even though in both instances I
said what about these and what about these and she insisted “Judge, this is
where your rodent problem is coming from (pile of rubble and scrap metal).
And at that point because they worked at it, the scrap metal was pretty
much gone. I was able to say this is easy because we are cleaner back here
than we have been all year. We can get a dumpster and clean this up. Well
in fact, workers had done all they could or all that they thought they could
because they had filled up the County’s dumpster and were waiting for it
to be emptied before they proceeded and I said “no, get a dumpster and
clean it up now”. They did and the dumpster is there and we will have it
hauled off. Whether we will ever really let appliances and scrap metal to be
put back there again, don’t know yet, we will get to that point. Yes, I know

about those things and the whole area over there being a drainage
problem. Not just EMS, not just the Recycling Center but the Health
Department as well. That whole area is a swamp and it’s difficult to get the
water away and keep from flooding. But we’re working on it, we’re working
on it. It’s been there for years, it won’t be there for years longer the best
we can do, but you have to set your priorities, and then you have to act.
And back again to that pile of rubble, without proper guidance from the
expert, I would never have guessed that was the rodent issue, but it is
gone. So let’s continue on a little bit about perspective- word of the day. I
submit to you that Mr. Larry Trageser could give a rat’s patootie about the
health and welfare of the EMS workers or anyone else in this room. Mr.
Trageser’s whole idea and purpose in life is to raise hell .Anyone can look
and see a problem. It takes guts and it takes determination to act on those.
Anyone, be it an individual, a big government, or a big government
bureaucrat can take rules, laws, and regulations and beat it over someone’s
head and hope that they submit. That’s easy. Lots of people try that stuff,
lots of people try to terrorize, bully and intimidate you. You’ve heard me
say that about him before. I repeat it again. The last time I spoke about that
I forgot to say one thing. I forgot to say that by definition if you’re going to
be a terrorist, a bully or an intimidator that you must be a coward. Because
again, it’s cowardly to say there’s something wrong but yet not be willing to
potentially fail, And whenever you are trying to be positive and move
forward your potential for failure is always there. And if you are too
cowardly to face failure you will be inactive. I know about failure. I failed to
sit here three times. It took me 22 years to get here and I plan on doing
that which I stepped forward to do. I did not take this job for the glory. I did
not need it for the money. I don’t need it for the photo-op; I don’t take a
good picture anyway. My idea is to serve you. When I fail, I apologize, but
we will move forward. Anyone who wants to put their faith in someone
who all they want to do is tear down, and you want to align yourself with
them, you might want to reassess who is representing you. Anyone who
wants to be cowardly as well and hide behind that person who wants to
just cut down and not be a productive member of this community are

cowards also. I will tell you that in my opinion, Mr. Trageser carries his gun
not because of anything other than cowardice. He knows darn well that it’s
a threatening thing for people when they see that. When the Sheriff walks
in it’s a comfort to know that you have somebody there, but you don’t with
someone like Mr. Trageser. I’ve been told that many many times from folks
that are threatened by his actions. But, Mr. Trageser, you probably know by
now if you haven’t gathered it yet, I have no fear of such things cause when
the good Lord wants me he’s going to take me: whether it’s a bullet, or a
train running over me a heart attack or a stroke, I don’t get to choose, so it
doesn’t bother me a bit, so forget it. Anyone thinks they are going to
threaten me; you’re wasting your time. Now Mr. Trageser can talk about
laws and everything that he wants to, but he doesn’t mind terrorizing
people and going to School Board meetings and insinuate that perhaps
we’re a community full of ignorant inbreeds or he doesn’t mind that when
he talks at meetings and says that anybody that builds or has a business in a
town like Taylorsville, surrounded by a river and a creek and they deserve it
if they lose their business or wash away down the creek. He is not
interested in their well-being. When he campaigns and insults his
constituents and he breaks campaign laws because they don’t fit Larry
Laws. He doesn’t care about this community. So if you want to put things in
perspective, keep that in mind. Thank you.
2.
New EMS/DEM Director. Spencer County Judge Executive, Bill Karrer
recommends Mr. Jeff Coulter to be the new EMS/DEM Director. On the
motion of Judge Executive Karrer, seconded by Esq. Judd, with all members
present voting “Aye” it is hereby ordered that Mr. Jeff Coulter will be the
new Spencer County EMS/DEM Director.
3.

EMS expenditures:

On the motion of Esq, Davis, seconded by Esq. Cheek, will all members of
the Court present voting “Aye” it is hereby ordered to approve the
expenditures of the EMS Department.

4. Road Fund Check and Flex Funds:

5.

Health Insurance Renewal:
It was noted that there would be a 7.7% increase. The Insurance Committee
will meet soon and bring back their recommendations to Fiscal Court.

6.

Judge Executive’s Winter Conference:
Was held in Lexington from February 1-3, 2012. Judge Executive Karrer
reported that he gained important knowledge from the Conference.

7.

Drug Intervention Committee:
Judge Executive Karrer reported that his appointee to the Committee was
Mr. Bob Hafendorfer, who is the Principal at Hillview Academy, the
Alternative School.

H.

Communications/reports from Members, Other Offices, and Committees:

1.

Animal control committee:

2.

County Clerk copier information:

On the motion of Esq. Judd, seconded by Esq. Moody, with all members of
the Court present voting “Aye” it is hereby ordered to upgrage the County
Clerk’s copier to include the fax option and the network print option for a
total of $1315,00.

3. Request for Road Department supplies:

On the motion of Esq. Goodlett, seconded by Esq. Cheek, with all members
of the Court voting “Aye:, it was hereby ordered to approve the request for
Road Department supplies.
4. Sheriff’s Report:

5.

Jailer’s Report:

6.

Solid Waste Committee:

Esq. Judd stated he could not serve on the Solid Waste Committee because Fiscal
Court has the final approval of any recommendations from the committee.
No action taken on this item.
I.

Old Business

No old business.
J.

New Business:

1.

Review and Approval of Bills and Transfers:

On the motion of Esq. Goodlett, seconded by Esq. Moody, with all members
of the Court voting “Aye”, it is hereby ordered to approve all transfers and
the payment of all bills.
2. Zoning, readings and recommendations from Julie Sweazy.

On the motion of Esq. Cheek, seconded by Esq. Goodlett, with all members
of the Court present voting “Aye”, it is hereby ordered to approve the
Planning and Zoning’s request by Michael T, Marksbury to rezone from AG1 to R-3, residential, 5.43 acres located at 4630 Gray’s Run Road.
3. Zoning Commissioner Orval Snider term ends 2/7/2012.
On the motion of Judge Executive Karrer, seconded by Esq. Judd, with all
members of the Court except Esq. Goodlett voting “Aye” is is hereby

ordered that Mr. Dwight Clayton be appointed to the Planning and Zoning
Commission to serve a four (4) year term.
4. Ordinance No. 7 (2012 series) to adopt Blake Court onto the County Road
System, second reading and adoption.

On the motion of Esq. Davis, seconded by Esq. Cheek, with all members of
the Court present voting “Aye”, it is hereby ordered to adopt Blake Court
onto the County Road System.
5. Ordinance No. 8 (2012 series) to amend the County Administrative Code.

No action taken, first reading.
6. Dispensation of road department grade-all.

On the motion of Esq. Goodlett, seconded by Esq. Cheek, with all members
of the Court present voting “Aye” it is hereby ordered to dispence of the
County grade-all by auction.
On the motion of County Judge Executive Karrer, seconded by Esq.
Goodlett, with all members of the Court present voting “Aye” it is hereby
ordered to dispence with the above said grade-all by electronic auction
with a minimum bid of $5, 000.00.
7. EMS Building Repairs:

No action taken on this item.

8. Executive Session- real estate, litigation, personnel (KRS 61.810 (1)(b)(c)(f)
and 61.815)
On the motion oof Esq. Davis, seconded by Esq.Cheek, with all members of
the Court present voting “Aye”, it is hereby ordered to go into Executive
Session.
On the motion of Esq. Esq. Davis, seconded by Esq. Moody, with all
members of the Court voting “Aye”, it is hereby ordered to exit the
Executive Session.
Judge Executive Karrer declared the meeting convened until Tuesday,
February 7th, at 7:00 p.m. at the EMS building, when the meeting will
reconvene.

SPENCER COUNTY FISCAL COURT
Tuesday, February 7, 2012, 7:00 pm
Fiscal Court Meeting Room, 285 East Main Street
A.

Opening Prayer
Esq. Judd led the Court in prayer before Court began.

B.

Pledge of Allegiance
Pledge of Allegiance to the American flag

C.

Call to order from recess by County Judge Executive, Bill Karrer

D.

Roll call by Spencer County Clerk, Lynn Hesselbrock

E.

Comments from Judge Executive
1. Flex Funds. The Judge received a letter that exlpained that there needed
to be a decision on how to use the funds by February 22, 2012. The
amount of the Flex Funds was $166,830.00.
On the motion of Esq. Judd, seconded by Esq. Cheek, with all
members of the Court present voting “Aye”, it is hereby ordered to
accept the Flex Funds for the fiscal year 2012-2013.
2. EMS move. The County Judge reported that the EMS crews had
been moved to quarters above the Sheriff’s Office. The installation of
locks on the ambulances is not quite finished yet. Electrical outlets have
been installed in the Sheriff’s garage.
3. The Sheriff is to purchase postage to mail our the second notices for
the tax bills.
4.

Estimates for repair of drainage tile around the EMS building.

F.

Communications from citizens:
Mr. Gary Kehne inquired if the Court could seek more estimates on the
repair work for the drainage tile. County Judge Karrer agreed to seek more
estimates on the drainage work.
The Court was convened to reconvene at the EMS building located at 44
Spears Drive.

The Fiscal Court reconvened at the Ems Building with all members of
Fiscal Court in attendance.
Judge Executive Karrer spoke to the Court about possible solutions to
the EMS situation. These included replacement and demolition of the
current building, repairing the current building, possibly moving the
EMS crew and equipment to the Extension Office Building once they
move to their new building. The approximate cost was reported to
be around $200,000.00 to fix the problems depending on what
decision was made on how to proceed. The Judge reported that the
EMS Committee was to meet on February 29th, and recommended
that Fiscal Court resume discussion of solutions after the EMS
Committee had met.
On the motion by Esq. Goodlett, seconded by Esq. Cheek, with all
members of Court present voting “Aye” it was ordered that Fiscal
Court would adjourn.

